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having done so, would he not be likely to stamp the dis-
tinction with his approval and make it ten times more
stringent ?
Another train of reflection leads to the same conclusion.
One who loves his kind is likely to regard injuries done
to human beings with greater indignation than one who
does not. If the Jews, under the dominion of formularies
and a somewhat outworn legislation, had arrived at so
much energy of moral resentment as to reject from their
society and personal contact those who had perpetrated
such injuries, was it not to be expected that Christ and
his followers, in whom humanity was an enthusiasm, would
regard with tenfold indignation the plunderers of the poor,
and the tempters who waylaid the chastity of men ? -
The fact, however, is, that Christ, instead of-sanctioning
the excommunication of the publican and sinner, openly
associated with them. He chose a publican to be among
the number of his Apostles, and earned for himself from
his ill-wishers the invidious epithet of the 'Friend of
publicans and sinners.' Not, indeed, that his intercourse
with them could possibly be mistaken for a connivance
at their immoral courses. We may be very sure that he
caiuied his own commanding personality into these de-
graded societies, and that the conversations he held in
them were upon the topics he chose, not the topics most
us mil or most welcome there. He himself asserts this in
justifying his novel course—<I am not come to call the
righteous, but sinuei-s to repentance^ 'They that are whole
need not a physician^ but they that are sick ;'—words im-
plying that he appeared among the outcasts as a mis-
sionary or physician of the soul. If it had been other-
wise Ms conduct would indeed have been inexplicable,

